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I was often present at his public lectures and comments,
whether delivered in his own elegant mosque, close by his house
in the third quarter of the town, or in the great Djamia' of the
city. On these occasions he was surrounded by numerous and
earnest auditors, besides a select body of especial disciples ;
and I must give him the deserved credit of being a clear and
elegant speaker, possessed also of the range of learning suit-
able to his position.

'Abd-el-Lateef is not the only representative of his family; he
is the eldest of several brothers, but all notably inferior to him
in talent The youngest among them, Mohammed, was a very
original character. He had just returned from Egypt, where
he had figured for two years among the medical students of the
g.asr-el-'Eynee, and exemplified in his person the Arab proverb,
"went a donkey and came back a jackass." Narrow-minded,
narrow-hearted, as avaricious at twenty as ever Sir John Cutler
at sixty, with the exotic vices of Cairo engrafted on the indi-
genous stock of Ri'ad, and a dialect confused like his who in
his travels "lost his own language, and acquired no more," it
was most amusing to hear his Egyptian experiences, and his
comments on the race of Pharaoh, as he impolitely styled the
inhabitants of the great Delta. He had followed the prelimi-
nary lectures of the medical college, but little understood them;
at last, time came to attend the anatomical course, and witness
the mysteries of the " dead room," when, said he, his orthodoxy
could not stomach practices so contrary to correct Islam, and
he had abandoned college and capital in disgust So ran his
version of the matter; I much suspect that hopeless stupidity,
perhaps ill-conduct, held the larger part with an expulsion
veiled under the more respectable title of retirement He was
in truth one of the most thorough brutes I ever had the bad
fortune to meet; and I was honoured by his especial hatred,
and peculiar calumnies.

Were I not deterred by the fear of abusing my reader's pa-
tience, I might add some account of the Bedouin chief Toweel,
of the 'Oteybah clan, whom I counted among my patients, and
who, Bedouin-like, availed himself of returning health to run
away from Ri'ad without settling his bill; of the wealthy Abd-
er-Rizza^, and his handsome dwelling in the genuine style of
an old Nejdean chief; of the good-humoured Abyssinian Fahd,
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